
Balclutha Kindergarten Newsletter 
 

December 2021 

To Balclutha Kindergarten 

We are excited to welcome Kayla 
and her whanau back to  Kindy. If you have any 
questions please just ask one of our teachers. 

 

Important Dates 
 

Wednesday 22nd December 

Last day of kindy for 2021 

Tuesday 18th January 

First day back at Kindy 

 

 

Sunhats & Sunscreen 

As the days are getting warmer 
and we are now in summer it is 

essential that you child comes to 
kindy with a sunhat (otherwise 
they will not be able to go out-

side for play). Please sunscreen 
your child in the morning and the 

teachers will put more           
sunscreen on at lunch time. 

We will also be having more   
water play with it now being 

warmer so please make sure 
your child has spare clothing in 

their bags to change into        
afterwards.  

We have packs available to pur-
chase for $20 and this includes 

2 wet bags, 1 beeswax wrap 
and 1 sunhat. Please see a 

teacher if you would like to buy 
this. 

Fundraising 
Just some information about why we fundraise. The 
Ministry of Education only supports Kindergartens 

with running costs therefore when it comes to       
replacing or purchasing new equipment and          

resources this comes out of our fundraising money 
only. 

 We also apply for grants to help us with some of the 
bigger items we would like to purchase for the     

children where we just pay a small amount of the 
fundraising money towards that and grant money for 

the rest of it. 

Please remember our session times are: 

9am - 3pm 

This is a Ministry of Education requirement 

Whanua Leaf  
There are still some families that need to send in 
some photos of their families for their leaf. Each 

child has one at kindy that shows others who is in 
their family and gives each child a sense of belong-
ing by having a part of their family here with them. 

For those that haven't sent in photos yet can you 
please do this. You can email them to kindy and we 

can print them out for you. Our email address is 
balclutha@sokindergartens.org.nz 

Christmas Celebrations 
The week of the 13th of December we are going to 

do something christmasy every day. This will be   
during kindy session for the week for the children 

instead of our end of year Christmas get together for 
something different and that all children can         

celebrate. 

Coughs & Colds 
If your child is not well please 
keep them at home until they 

are better. Please let kindy know 
by either ringing or sending a 

text. 



Our Sustainability Journey 
Balclutha Kindy is part of the Enviro Schools Initiative.  

This is with a focus on being more sustainable and looking after our environment. 

This term we are going to focus on “Naked Lunch Boxes”. This is simply food without 
packaging and instead using reusable containers for example. 

By using reusable containers or bags this enables you to buy food items in bulk and can 
be more cost effective as well. 

We do have beeswax wraps available to purchase and these can be used for wrapping 
up sandwiches, fruit, crackers, cheese etc. and work just as well as cling wrap but are 

better for the environment. 

 

Please make sure that the food you put in your child’s lunchbox is food that they can 
chew and swallow. This is due to the new food policy the Ministry of Education has 

brought out earlier in the year.  

Balclutha Kindergarten supports and encourages healthy food choices. 

If you have any concerns please don't 

hesitate to contact the Kindy or 

speak to one of our teachers. 

Kindy Contact details: 

Phone:  4180330    Cell phone:  0212420411  

Address:   1 Lanark Street, Balclutha    

Email:  balclutha@sokindergartens.org.nz     

Bank Account Number for Expected        

Payments:    Westpac: 03 0905 0322661-00                                                                         

(Please use your child’s name as a            

reference) 

Your Teaching Team 

Jolene, Carmen Katie, Donna, Faylyn, Kayla, Hollie and Natalie. 

What we have been up to: 

The children have been doing a play Rona and the moon. They have been learning      
pungawewera (spider) linking to their interest in bugs. 

Breast Cancer 
Fundraiser 

Thank you to every-

one who donated to 

this fundraiser. 

We raised $100 which 

will go to women  

currently going 

through this as a    

koha/treat for them. 



How we are being Kaitiaki at Kindergarten 

The children are growing a giant pumpkin that is named Marcus. Here are 
the children preparing the ground for the pumpkin and then watering it.    

After every kai time any left over water from cups are collected into a     
container and this is fed to Marcus so we are carrying on our journey of 

sustainability. 


