
Kia ora tātou (Hello everyone). We have had a busy couple of weeks with the Duathlon at 
the beginning of March, what a fantastic day it was, a huge thank you to all of our helpers 
of the day and of course to our ladies behind the scenes working hard—Tiffany Homer, 
Gemma Bradfield and Keily Neilson.   

We have said farewell to Oliver Murray as he heads off to Lawrence Area School for the 
next step in his learning journey. We have welcomed Natalie Wark on board as our lunch 
cover on Monday’s and Thursdays. Nat has had experience working in all of the kindergar-
tens over the last year, and is remembered by many of the children as ‘Mason’s mum’. 

This term the children are learning to develop some GRIT (growing resilience in 
tough times).   

Why is this important? 
Grit involves sticking with something until you succeed. It’s another word for perseverance or resili-

ence, and it gives us the strength to try, try, try again. Grit supports a “growth mindset” – a belief that 

our intelligence and skills can grow with effort. Kids with a growth mindset thrive on challenges and 

view failure as part of the learning process. Grit might look like working on increasingly complex block 

structures, crafts, or puzzles, and remembering to use their words and strategies when they feel frus-

trated.  
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GRIT—being challenged with a 

change in the mobile equipment. 

Having changeable equipment ena-

bles the teachers and children to 

change the environment and make 

the outdoor environment challeng-

ing for the tamariki 

 

GRIT at kindy—building relationships with teachers, and exploring the environment. Trying out new experiences, following 

the expectations, giving new things a go, trying new food and listening to others ideas. 

Can all families please 

donate a box of tissues to 

kindergarten 



Fundraising— 

Ray White Duathlon—profits this year of 

approximately $1500.00, the committee 

have purchased outdoor equipment for 

the children.  

Raffles—there will be some raffles in the 

coming weeks, keep an eye on the notice 

board for what the prizes are and where 

you can buy tickets. 

Update on teachers research and learning 
 Melissa has undertaken pedagogical lead position with the release of our updated Te Whāriki (ECE 

curriculum). She is undertaking internal review focusing on providing a rich curriculum for every 
child 

 Kendal is attending Takina Level 1 & 2 (Te reo Māori course) 
 The team are in a research Pods through the Tokomairiro Community of Learners, Amber is re-

searching learner agency, Melissa and Kendal are researching technology. 
 The team are currently doing internal review on Numeracy and technology 
 
From the teaching team—Melissa, Amber, Kendal, Jenny and Nat 
Kindy is closed Mon 26th Mar and Mon 2nd Apr,  Last day of term 1 is 12th April, we reopen April 23rd. 

Grace from Central Otago REAP at  

kindergarten teaching the children 

Pungawerewere waiata 

Ninjago City—built by the children, 

the GRIT and communication with 

these children has grown so much this 

term, earlier in the year they would 

have needed lots of guidance and 

support from the teachers. Today they 

were able to build this together. 

Mahi—tahi tamariki ma. You should 

all be very whakahihi (proud) 

Sharing our knowledge of the 

lifecycle of a butterfly with the 

school children from Room 1. 


