
     

  

 

“You’re off to great places! Today is your day! You’re mountain is waiting, so get on your way! – Dr Seuss 

“The beautiful thing about learning is that no one can take it away from you” – B.B King 
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Kindergarten 

Term 1, 2021 

  

Prompting children’s exploration 

Indicator one: Developing working theories 

Indicator two: Developing strengths and talents 

Teachers will work with whanau to understand children’s current interests, connection to people places and things to 
develop their working theories. 

Children and teachers will be out and about exploring the local area, to establish current and emerging connections 
and working theories. 

Children and teachers will be developing their strengths and talents through exploration. 
Language of learning; 

Kaiako who are effective in supporting tamariki to refine and expand successful working theories will intentionally: 
•model curiosity and inquiry in their interactions with tamariki 

•set up the environment in ways that invite curiosity and opportunities to puzzle over ideas and events 
•make listening to tamariki thinking and ideas as expressed through gesture and words a priority 

•monitor their own inclinations to give “correct” answers 
•use responses (questioning and commenting) that give value to diverse perspectives. For example, “Who has a 

different idea?”, “That’s a reason we haven’t thought of”, and so increase the likelihood that tamariki feel safe to 
express their thoughts 

 

 

 

Children are LOVING the beautiful weather 

we’ve been having and getting out exploring the 

environment and developing their working 

theories. We have had a lot of water play 

recently which has created some challenges and 

tested the thinking for some children. 

Welcome back to Kindergarten. 2021 is going to be a 

great year! 

The children have love sharing their stories with us of 

what they got up to over the break and thank you to 

those who have shared photos and stories on 

storypark, these have been great to revisit and refer to 

when children are telling us their stories. 

 

Term Dates 

Term 1:  

20/01/2021 - 16/04/2021 

Term 2:  

03/05/2021 – 09/07/2021 

Term 3 

26/07/2021 – 01/10/2021 

Term 4: 

18/10/2021 – 21/12/2021 



 

   

A reminder that our session finishes at 2.45 and so does our licence to have children at Kindergarten without 

their caregiver. We would also like to remind you that after session, teachers do have meetings and professional 

learning that we need to attend and therefore can you please collect your children on time or find an alternative 

pick up if you are going to be late. If an alternative person is picking up your child please ensure that they are on 

your child’s contact form and you let us know.  

 

 

 

 

We were lucky enough to have our friends at 

Eldercare and Collin Mitchell come and visit us twice 

last term. They came and spent the afternoon singing 

Christmas songs with us and then they came again to 

watch our nativity. We’re looking forward to seeing 

them again soon. 

 

Last term we fare welled Quinn and we also said 

Happy School days to our friends Jaylah, Micheal 

and Kelly who have all gone on to continue their 

learning journeys at School. 

Last term we were able to purchase 2 wooden play kitchens for our 

sandpit and mud pit areas in the outside environment. We were 

able to do this through a generous donation from James Reeve. We 

are so grateful for this wonderful gift to our Kindergarten and they 

have become a firm favourite with the children. 

Some of our children have been enjoying visits with Milton 

Primary school. We were lucky enough to have Room 1 and 

Miss Latta come for lunch and a play last term and have had 

them visit us again this term for morning tea and a play. 

 

Once again our amazing 

children blew everyone away 

with their Nativity 

performance this year. What a 

talented bunch we have. The 

teachers are so proud of 

everyone. 



Housekeeping: 
Please contact us if your child is going to be absent- this is so we know 
you are okay and so we can trace any illnesses. 
Please ensure your children’s belongings are named. 
Please ensure your child is coming with sunscreen on. We will sunscreen 
after lunch. As the days are getting warmer, we like to be outside most of 
the day so please make sure your child also has clothes that cover their 
shoulders. 
With the warm days, we are getting wet from the sprinkler and water play 
in the sandpit, so a couple of changes of clothes ensures your child can 
engage in this play.  
Please check your child's hair regularly for head lice - this is going around. 
Sports programme- please ensure if your child is 3 and 4 that they have a 
pair of running shoes for Tuesday and Thursday for the sports program.  

Please ensure you sign your child in and out! This is extremely 
important at the moment for the purpose of contact tracing. 
Please check the lost property bucket! 
Reminder please can children leave home toys at home- this ensures 
nothing gets broken or lost. 
Please can all parents/ whanau ensure they complete their parent 
help and donations- if you are unable to do this please swap with 
someone else. When this is not done it puts added pressure on 
teachers and/ or the whanau that continuously do it when others 
don’t arrive. Many hands make light work and it is a small task over 
the whole term. Parent help ensures teachers can provide a range of 
resources for children to follow their interests and spend their time 
engaging your children in learning. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Fundraising Event 

On Sunday 28th March we will be doing a sausage sizzle and tuck shop 

fundraiser at the All Australian car show at the Milton show grounds. We’re now 

asking for donations and for whanau to sign up to short time slots in the day to 

support the teachers on the stall. 

Donations 

As you are aware we have now changed our donation system to a 

termly donation of $5.00. This payment is due as soon as possible 

either via bank transfer or we can accept cash and we can then 

deposit the money (the payment details are below). 

We would like to thank those whanau that have already completed 

their payments.  

South Otago Kindergarten 

03-0905-0322661-00 

Please use MILTON as the reference. 

If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to speak to one of 

the teachers.  

Bex’s last day 

Bex’s last day will be Tuesday 16th March. She will be on 

maternity leave for the rest of the year, returning in term 1 

2022.  

Lunches – Each day we receive lunches made by the corrections facility 

and provided to us by the hub. If you wish to receive one of these for 

your child rather than bring your own lunch in, please let one of the 

teachers know and we can make sure your child gets one. Most lunches 

contain a sandwich or similar, a piece of fruit, and crackers or a biscuit. 

Covid update 

With the recent change in levels, we’re aware that this can 

happen at any time and hopefully just from level 1 to level 2. 

Please make sure you’re still signing in via the app. For those 

of you that don’t have it yet, it’s called NZ COVID tracer and 

is free to download. The contact tracing form MUST be 

signed if you have not signed in electronically.  The sign in 

sheets for your child are at the station outside before the 

bag hooks. The contact tracing form is at the station inside. 

Please remember to use hand sanitiser and continue to take 

measures to keep us all healthy and safe.  

Thank you 


