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I t seems that 

head lice are a prob-

lem again across 

centres and schools. 

Please check your 

children regularly 

and treat them 

when necessary.  

Feel free to ask a 

teacher if you need 

any advice with this 

matter.  

K 
ia ora whanua, 

Well it is proving to be another busy term at Milton kindergar-

ten.  At the beginning of the term we were visited by the Edu-

cation Review Office. This was a very positive process for everyone in-

volved, whilst we haven't received our report we have been given the go 

ahead to say that our review was very positive. We thanks all our wha-

nau who supported the teachers at this busy time.  

N 
au mai haere mai 

We welcome many new members to our whānau this term– 

Sally Pennel and Kylie Carrathers have joined the  Milton kin-

dergarten teaching team. These teachers bring with them many years of 

experiences in teaching and working with the Milton community It’s 

great to have them on board. As well as Sally and Kylie with have  Chris 

and Natalie providing teacher support over the week providing a wealth 

of knowledge and attributes that support our children at Milton kinder-

garten.  

Along with our new teachers  we have also welcomed 12 new children 

this term– Harry Leckie, Tyrown Steven, Charlie and Mathew Hyslop 

Stevens, Ben and Adam Woodhead,  Sam and Emily Lyders, Alice Pen-

nel, Jasper Finch, Zoe Schiller and Brittany  Gurung.  

K 
a kite ano  

Along with the welcomes we have had some farewells– Brae 

turned Five on the 18th June, his family are relocating to Clin-

ton so we fare welled Ivy along with her brother last week.  We wish 

them well on there new adventure.  Isaiah Simpson also turned five and 

has now started at Waihola Primary. 



Demonstrating value for children learning by asking them about their 
day or taking an active role by contributing to the program support your 
child to recognise them self as a learner– there are many ways you can be involved at 
kindergarten, talk to teacher if you would like to contribute in some way.   

GROUP PLANNING 
This term we are learning about 

kaitiakitanga–  

Indicator one: Children will be fol-

lowing the processes and expecta-

tions at kindergarten. 

Indicator two: children will be wha-

kauka  (sustained) in there play.        

It has been wonderful to have our 

parents come in and share some of 

the processes they are involved in 

through their work, many thanks 

Amy and Keri. Also Kelly (new en-

trant teachers at Milton kindergar-

ten) came and shared the expecta-

tions for room one and Trish came in 

and share the processes around fish-

ing. These experiences were support-

ed by visual prompts as well as hands 

on experiences.  Children have revis-

ited these experiences in their play 

and through visual displays in the 

classroom.  

  2 

Children are engaging in a range of activates and 

experiences that require them to follow expecta-

tions and process. This enables them to be whakau-

ka (sustained) in their play and get the most out  of 

their time at kindergarten . Children’s learning is 

enhanced as we follow their mōhiotanga (identity) 

including strengths and interests, as well as experi-

ences they engage in at home—feeding in the lan-

guage of learning around following kaitiakitanga 

and whakauka to develop their skills, knowledge 

and attitudes towards learning.  
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With many new children at kindergarten it is great to see 

our existing children stepping up, role modelling and tau-

toko (supporting) are new members with the kaitiakitanga 

(processes and expectation) at kindergarten.   

This terms goal focuses on the processes and expectations 

of kindergarten that enhance  children’s ability to be wha-

kauka (sustained). This involves some key expectations- 

gentle hands and kind word,  that enable children to work 

co-operatively. Along with these expectations are processes 

around regular experiences and activities– where children 

are recognising what supports their ability to engage, ex-

tend, revisit and work together– all important skills and 

attitudes to learning– as this occurs around a range of ac-

tivities children experiences and gain knowledge  in sci-

ence, numeracy, literacy, social science, technology, the 

arts and much much more.  

Here are some snap shots of your children engaging in a 

range of experiences so far this term-painting and arts and 

crafts, baking, gardening, physical activates, sensory play. 

Working with shapes, colours  and literacy resources.  Chil-

dren also engage in ITC through adding value to their work 

as they research  using the IPad.  Don’t worry book lovers 

we have also been working hard, sorting through our books 

to create a reference library that children can access 

through-out the day– this work has just began so if anyone 

has anytime we would love some help in organising these 

books.  

Help required! 

 

Transition to school– it was great to spend some time 

in Room One with Miss Holden this week at Friday Fun 

Time!  Zoe, who is a bit of a pro at Friday fun time, took 

the lead as she showed us what to do.  It was great for 

Brittany and Kyson to get along for the first time and they 

both received a book bag along with some activities  from 

Miss Holden. We enjoyed a story read by Miss Holden 

and a short movie created by the class about their week, 

as well as some cutting and sticking and of course some 

play time.  



Matariki celebration 

Thank you everyone that 

attended the annual Nga 

whanau o tokomiririo Ma-

tariki celebration at the Cor-

onation Hall on Sunday. 

There has been lots of sick-

ness which impacted on the 

number of children that 

could attend– a big well 

done to the children who 

made it to the celebration 

and took part on what was a 

very small group on stage– 

well done you! 

Thanks you to the parents 

who got their children there 

and also who came on stage 

to support their children.   

 

 End of the day mat times are an important part of our day, please value this time as 

your children do. If you need to pick your children up early , please try to arrive before 

mat time begins. 2.30pm. This ensure that children are not disrupted by  others leav-

ing the mat. Also please ensure that the environment stays quitet to support children's 

engagement. We really appreciate all the family's who get involved at this time. We 

know for some of  you this is a time you enjoy watching your children engaging, with-

out letting them know you are there. Above all whanau, teachers release children so we 

can be sure they are being released to a parent– staying safe. We appreciate your sup-

port in this matter.  

 Donation board seems to be working well, teachers have put some reminders out, 

please come and talk to a teacher if you are unable to provide your donations so we can 

make other arrangements.  

 If your child is unwell please keep them at home, there are lot of coughs and colds  

about and we know that the doctor has been advising some parents that children are 

fine to attend. However if your child is not well the best place for them is at home.  

 Absences– please let us know if your child will be away from kindergarten, we worry 

about you if we don’t hear fro you. Contacts detail are at the bottom of the page– tex-

ting is fine. 

 
Milton Kindergarten 

20a Coronation Court 

Milton 9220 

Otago, New Zealand 

 

Contact (03) 417 4290 

Email: milton@sokindergartens.org.nz 

Emma 0277686008 

Self-review, we are currently self-reviewing our individual and group 

planning. This has created some changes to the processes at kindergarten. Par-

ents have been involved in the process through questionnaires and informal dis-

cussions. We will be conducting questionnaires with whanau again in the coming 

weeks for our next steps in this process.  

Remember that you contribution makes a difference and we want to hear your  

thoughts, feelings or ideas about kindergarten. Talk to a teacher who will make 

arrangements for a time to talk as this is not always possible during arrival and 

pick up time when teachers are busy with settling children.   

Community of learners– As you may be a ware we are part of the Toko-

miriro community of learners– the aims of this group and many more across the 

country is to develop strategies for supporting learners across the whole of their 

education journey. We currently have a notice board that provides updates on 

this process in the kindergarten, so please take the time to read this when you 

can. This week we meet with Liz Stevenson who will be over seeing our commu-

nity of learners  journey. This was an exciting meeting that covered the need for 

dispositions  towards learning as the foundation to support all learning. This is 

what we do at kindergarten so we are all very excited to be involved in the pro-

cess– where teachers  across education settlings can share knowledge  and skills 

to support all learners.  

What dose this mean for your child– the aims of the group mean that we can 

focus  on creating continuity for your child as a learner– smoother transition 

between kindergarten and school are so important and this group will contrib-

ute to this process.  

We will keep you updated as we continue on this exciting journey. 

milton@sokindergartens.org.nz


 

 

We will be announcing the date for our next fundraising  meeting. We will be asking 

whanau to come along and be involved, many hands make light work and it would be 

great to see more members comi9ng along to these meetings. This does not mean that 

you will be committing to organising an event but it is an opportunity for us to think 

out side the square and build on ideas for fundraising. Everyone has something to of-

fer and it makes a real difference to our program.  

Currently we have been selling the kindling, this has been flying out the door. Naomi 

picked this up from town and is ready to collect another load from Dunedin. We have 

been given the go ahead to collect a trailer load of fire wood up from the Milton Prison 

farm which we will be raffling off.  

Many thanks fo9 all your support Emma, Brittany, Sally, Kylie, Natalie and Chris 

Healthy heart award, as you may well have seen we have began our healthy heart journey, Brittany 

is leading this and has already been handing out some lunch box ideas. This week we made some 

pumpkin soup and next week we will be making some lasagne! Yum!  These are just some of the 

activities we will be doing to support our Healthy Heart Journey. If you would like to come in and 

bake or cook with the children we would love to hear from you, of course the focus is around 

healthy, balanced eating so keep that in mind. 

Along with nutrition this journey involves physical well-being, it was great to get outside this week 

with Paul and engage children in the sports program which has been disrupted by the bad weather.  


