
Balclutha Kindergarten Newsletter 
 

February 2023 

Kia ora, we are excited to welcome 
Kyan, Payton, Jacinta, Aden, Harlee 
and M’Kaddesh to our  kindergarten 
whanau.  

A big farewell to Carter, Lucy and Dean, Kayla, TK and 
Stina, who are leaving us this term to go to school.  

We also farewell Amo and Milky.  Ka kite ano! 

Important Dates 
 

Fundraising Meeting 

Wednesday 15th Feb 3.15pm  

 

Thursday 2nd March 

Kindergarten closed from 1pm 

Teachers Paid Union Meeting 

 

Monday 20th March 

Otago Anniversary Day 

 

Friday 7th April - Good Friday 

Monday 10th April 

Easter Monday 

Friday 21st April - Teacher only 
Day 

Tuesday 25th April - ANZAC 
day 

 

Group Plan 

This term we are focusing on children, whanau and      
teachers connecting links with each other and our wider 

community.  

 “Ko wai Mātou?  Who are we?   

We are learning about all the diverse cultures we have in 
our kindergarten community, and the celebrations that are 
important to us.  We also hope to get out and about in our 

community to investigate and visit culturally significant    
places to hapu/families in our rohe/area. 

Please make a time 
if you would like to 
chat with us about 
your child’s learn-
ing.   

(Teachers are 
available from 

3pm-4.30pm Mon-
day to Thursday, 
and 3pm-3.30pm 

on Fridays) 

Please remember our session times are: 

9am - 3pm 

This is a Ministry of Education requirement 

Our Monarch butterfly hatched on 

Friday!  Right on time at mat time!  

Sabina was the one who first noticed 

it hatching, and she let it go so      

gently.  Isn’t nature incredible. 



 

If your child is sick—please keep your child at home and text the        
Kindergarten phone (0212420430) to let us know about the absence. 

 

 

THANK YOU!!! 

To Leigh, Lin, Ishan, Senani and Tenuli for helping move the mountain of bark chips to the safe 
fall area!   We really appreciate you taking time out of your day to get this job done for us. 

Current Fundraising 

Easter Raffle tickets and donations back at kindy by Monday 3rd April please.  The raffle will be 
drawn on Wednesday 6th April.  Thank you to everyone who have sold tickets, donated and  

have helped with this. 

Clothing 

We have lots of water play in the environment as the weather warms up.  Your child also needs 
AT LEAST TWO FULL CHANGES OF CLOTHING packed every day.  They will also need a 

sunhat.  PLEASE NAME ALL YOUR CHILD’S CLOTHING.  This makes it easier for us to get 
it back to you.  Please also purchase a wet bag for your child’s wet clothing to go home in.  We 

have these available here to purchase for $5.  This is an essential item for kindergarten.   

 

Sunscreen 

You will need to apply sunscreen to your child’s skin each morning.  Teachers reapply         
sunscreen after lunch.  This is an association policy.  Please see the attached Sunsmart Proce-

dure we use at Balclutha Kindergarten. 
 

Tissues and Wipes 

Can each family please donate a box of tissues and packet of wipes. This helps keeps our 
costs down and we really appreciate this, thank you.  If your child uses nappies/diapers, can 

you please donate an extra packet of wet wipes. 

Whanau Help Roster 

This term we are updating our parent help roster.  Every day we will invite a member of your 
child’s family in to give the teachers a hand for 10 minutes or so, or just spend time with the 

children.  There are so many jobs that need done throughout the day, cleaning, stacking/
unstacking the dishwasher, sorting lost property, sweeping, washing, clearing weeds...the list is 

endless!  Teachers really appreciate your help.  Keep an eye out in your child’s newsletter 
pocket to check which day you are rostered on.   

 

If you have any concerns please don't hesitate to 

contact the Kindy or speak to one of our teachers. 

Kindy Contact details: 

Phone:  4180330    Cell phone:  0212420430  

Address:   1 Lanark Street, Balclutha    

Email:  balclutha@sokindergartens.org.nz     

Bank Account Number for Expected Payments:    Westpac: 03 0905 0322661-00                                                                         

(Please use your child’s name as a reference) 

He waka eke noa 

we are all in this together 

Your Teaching Team 

Jolene, Carmen, Faylyn, Kayla, and Natalie 



Meet your teaching team……... 

I am Jolene Barclay, partner to Shane and 
mother of two grown men, Kane and Bailey. I 
have been teaching for 12-16 years in a variety 
of roles. I love the great outdoors and spend all 
my spare time mountain biking, hiking or     
jogging. I also have a passion 
for te reo me ona tikianga 
Maori/ Maori language and 
culture. I  really enjoy     
learning and sharing this 
passion with everyone. 

Nga mihi nui 

Jolene 

 

Hi, I’m Carmen Gray. I have been teaching at  

Balclutha Kindergarten for 15 years.  I am  

passionate about children’s learning, and I like 

to share with the children my interest in     

gardening and growing kai.  Your children may 

have heard me talking about 

my chickens and my cat 

Ginge.  I have 3 children/

young adults, Jesse, Sam and 

Patrick.  I especially enjoy 

learning about children’s 

home cultures, and I love the 

diversity we have at      

Balclutha  kindergarten.  

Kia ora, My name is Kayla James and I have 
two beautiful children, Lucy and Carter.  I am 

an in-training teacher and I am 
studying with Te Rito   Maioha.  
In my spare time I love to catch 
up with friends, bake and enjoy 

op-   shopping.  I also love 
helping people, so if there is 

anything, please don’t be afraid 
to yell out. 

Kia ora, my name is Faylyn Milne.  I am from a long 
line of Kai girls.  I am married to 
Tony and we have three beautiful 
girls—Zara (16), and Ava and Miley 

(13).  I love to spend time with 
friends and family  I live in Kai-

tangata.  You might get a chance to 
see my garden if your child attends 

forest Kindergarten 

Natalie Wark is our support Kaiako.  She 
supports the team by doing 
our targeted funding hours, 

grants, and some office      
administration.  Natalie has a 

background in Speech/
Language, and lives in 

Waitahuna with her husband 
Dan, and children Lachie (14) 
and Mason (10). In her spare time she loves 

to be outside on the farm and mountain   
biking.  

 

Rachel Bannerman is 
our support Kaiako.  

She supports the team 
by doing our             

Education Support 
Worker hours.  Rachel  
lives on a dairy farm in 

Kaka Point with her 
husband Dwane and 
children Joe and  Annabelle. In her spare 
time she loves  swimming and reading. 
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SUN SMART PROCEDURE 
(SECTION FIVE - HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE) 

Objective: 
Sunburn and prolong exposure to sunlight is a well established cause of eye damage and skin cancers 
including melanoma. The purpose of this procedure is to protect children and workers from over exposure 
to the sun whilst also being manageable for teachers to carry out on a busy day. 

Standards: 
NZ/AS 2604 Sunscreen 
AS/NZS 1067 Sunglasses and Fashion Spectacles 

Practice: 
Between Labour Day and Good Friday children and staff that attend South Otago Kindergartens are to wear 
sunhats outside unless teachers use their discretion and inform the children that they do not have too, for 
example if it is raining. a daily Check on the UV index (on the kindy phone) will indicate if sunscreen is 
necessary. 
 
Children will be encouraged to bring their own named hats to kindergarten each day.  If the children do not 
have their own hat with them, the kindergarten will have a supply of washable hats for the children to wear. 
 
Parents are expected to apply sunscreen to their child before they arrive at kindergarten.  A supply of 
sunscreen is available at the kindergarten (SPF 30+ broad spectrum water resistant sunscreen that complies 
with the NZ/AS 2604 standard). Teachers or where possible the individual child will re-apply to those children 
staying for school day or full day sessions after lunch on sunny days, and/or apply sunscreen to any child 
they believe is at high risk on an as need basis.  Sunscreen application will be discussed with families on 
enrolment.   
A daily Check on the UV index (Check weather app on phone) will indicate if sunscreen is necessary especially 
on cloudy days. UV rating of 1-2 does not require sunscreen. 
 
The strategy for teaching children to apply their own sunscreen is by putting a small amount of sunscreen in 
the palm of the hand and applying with the opposite hand by dotting on their face and rubbing in with both 
hands. 
 
Sunscreen application records are required in all kindergartens and records will be held for 3 years. To create 
a form use infocare REPORTS – CHILD DETAILS – BASIC, and you will get a 5 column sheet with all children 
who attend kindy – add date to each column and tick when sunscreen is applied.  
 
Teachers will ensure children do not have an allergy before applying sunscreen. 
 
Children will be discouraged from wearing singlets when the sun is at the highest risk between 11am and 
3pm. 
 
Teachers will endeavour to encourage sun smart practice throughout the programme using songs, books, 
discussion and educational material. 
 
Management will continually assess shade provisions and will ensure there are sufficient numbers of shelters 
and trees providing shade areas where children are protected from the sun while playing outdoors. 
 


